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Introduction

Studies of various aspects of rural agitation in Ireland have flourished over the
last four decades. Prior to the publication of T Desmond Williams’ edited
collection on secret societies in 1973 —generally seen as the beginning of this
flourishing- rural unrest had not been a major subject of unrest: aside from
O’Donoghue’s work on tithes and a variety of work published in local
archaeological and historical journals, the land war had been almost the sole
such subject of interest to mainstream Irish historiography. This changed with
the arrival of social history and ‘history from below’ under the influence of
English historians such as E.P. Thompson.

As Fitzpatrick noted in a 1985 review essay ‘In addition to the three volumes
under review, at least twenty-two major studies of various aspects of rural
unrest have been published since 1978’ (Fitzpatrick 1985: 98). By the time
Cronin published her review in 2012 her bibliography had swelled to twelve
pages, though some of the listed works were contextual rather than focused on
specific cases of agitation. My recent review in Interface featured a bibliography
of eighteen pages, though again a fair number of the listed works were
contextual.

It is of course difficult to sort out the bounds within which rural protest may be
contained. The general understanding is that it concerns contentious activity by
the lower orders and the dispossessed, in a phrase poor people’s social
movements. However we also need to include, for example, the activities of the
landlords’ social movements, social movements from above. These would
include the massive evictions after the famine as well as landlord organisations
—such as the Property Defence Association- formed during the long land war.
We also need to include the north-eastern exception, the Orange Order being
definitely associated with, if not responsible for, a variety of rural unrest.

Cronin divides her treatment into four periods: the age of mass protest (1750-
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1825), changing protest (1845-79), the transformation of protest (1879-1903)
and reforms, solutions and disillusionment (1903-60). Cronin is an excellent
guide to the different positions historians have taken up in attempting to
explain rural unrest. It does however have blind spots, the largest of which, the
peculiar disappearance of the period 1826 to 1844, means that treatments of the
tithe war are missing. Her closing date of 1960 seems appropriate as traditional
agrarian agitation may be seen as ending in the 1950s. This bibliography
continues past that date in recognition of the fact that rural protest did not cease
then, but simply changed in response to a new set of circumstances, including
the late industrialisation of Ireland which led to the setting up of extractive and
productive industries in rural areas. The majority of rural protest since then has
involved objections to locally unwanted land uses, which were also a source of
urban protest.

The bibliography is divided in two: the first section lists publications in episodes
of unrest chronologically; the second consists of thematic and contextual
approaches. The contextual section is necessarily brief and selective, as the vast
majority of publications on Irish history could arguably be described as
providing context for the understanding of rural unrest. For landlords and
estates, those articles dealing with relations with tenants are chosen: those
wishing to examine further aspects of this phenomenon are referred to Dooley’s
fine guide to sources. Similarly references to the agricultural, economic and
geographical literature are selective. While the core of the literature has been
produced by historians —both academic and amateur- contributions to the
literature have also come from, anthropology, criminology, cultural studies,
economics, geography, legal studies, social movements studies and sociology.

I hope this bibliography will be of use to all those who wish to engage with the
history of protest and agitation in Ireland. As well as showing the achievements
of the literature, the bibliography also shows where gaps in the literature exist.
Jim Smyth, the historian who both noted the tendency of historians of the 1790s
to concentrate on the United Irishmen and ignore the Defenders and was the
historian who attempted to remedy this bias, noted in 1992 that ‘the basic
narrative history of the Defenders has still to be written’ (Smyth 1992:100):
twenty-five years later, it still awaits writing. One of the fundamental
methodologies of historians has yet to be used i.e. publication/editing of original
texts. Gibbons is the only publication of actual agrarian communications.
Compare this dearth of publication to the massive editing and publication by
historians and history journals of the texts of the enemies of the people: church,
state, landlords, etc. The voice of the people —in Irish, the cosmhuintir
(pedestrians, i.e. those without horses)- is beginning to be heard but is still only
faint.

Thanks are due to the many local studies librarians in county libraries who
provided a variety of access to their collections: this bibliography would be
much poorer without their assistance. Thanks are particularly to the librarians
at Ballinamore Library, County Leitrim.
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Chronological

Eighteenth century
Eighteenth century disaffection

Anon (n.d.) Rural unrest in northern Tipperary 1750 to 1850.
http://www.grantonline.com/grant-family-

genealogy/Tipperary/Shinrone/rural unrest in northern tippera.htm accessed July 30,
2018.

Anon (n.d.) Midnight legislation: class struggle in Ireland 1760-1840: how the Whiteboys
resisted oppression. Organise 60: 13-16. https://libcom.org/history/midnight-legislation-class-
struggle-ireland-1760-1840 accessed May 12, 2017.

Beames, M.R. (1975) Ireland 1785-1795. Journal of Peasant Studies 2(4):502-506.

Bric, Maurice J. (1986) The tithe system in eighteenth century Ireland. Proceedings of the Royal
Irish Academy 86c¢:271-288. (includes a section on the Oakboys, Whiteboys and Rightboys).

Calkin, Homer L. (1943) Internal Irish organizations during the eighteenth century.
Southwestern Social Science Quarterly 24(3):197-213.

Connolly, S.J. (2003) Jacobites, Whiteboys and Republicans: varieties of disaffection in
eighteenth century Ireland. Eighteenth Century Ireland 18:63-79.

Crawford, W.H. and Trainor, B. (eds.) Aspects of Irish social history 1750-1800: documents
selected and edited by W.H. Crawford, W.H. and B. Trainor with an introduction by J.C.
Beckett. Belfast: HMSO. (landlord-tenant relations pp.11-24; resentment against tithes pp.25-
32; causes and symptoms of agrarian unrest pp.33-48).

Dean Jr., Stephen Duane (2015) Firearms, legitimacy and power in eighteenth-century Ireland.
Thesis. History Department, King’s College, London. (Ch 5 Arming Ireland: confessional and
conditional loyalty pp.161-197.

https://kelpure.kel.ac.uk/portal/files/51218014/2015 Dean Junior Stephen 0952757 ethesi
s.pdf , accessed July 28, 2018.

Dickson, David (1983) Taxation and disaffection in late eighteenth century Ireland. In Clark,
Samuel and Donnelly Jr., James S. (eds.) Irish peasants: violence and political unrest 1780-
1914. Madison, Wisc.: University of Wisconsin Press, pp. 37-63.

Dunne, Terry (2018) Of riots and rituals. Rabble 15: 30-31.

Feely, Pat (1980) Whiteboys and Ribbonmen: early agrarian secret societies. Old Limerick
Journal 4: 23-27.

Garnham, Neal (1996) The courts, crime and the criminal law in Ireland 1692-1760. Dublin:
Irish Academic Press. (pp. 186-209 Public order and popular protest).

McBride, Iain (2009) Eighteenth century Ireland: the isle of slaves. Dublin: Gill & Macmillan.
(pp- 312-341 Queen Sive and Captain Right: agrarian rebellion).

Mirala, Petri (2007) Lawful and unlawful oaths in Ireland 1760-1835. In Blackstock, Allan and
Magennis, Eoin (eds.) Politics and popular culture in Britain and Ireland, 1750-1850: essays in
tribute to Peter Jupp. Belfast: Ulster Historical Foundation in association with Queen’s
Bookshop, pp. 209-222.

Morley, Vincent (2002) George III, Queen Sadhbh and the historians. Eighteenth Century
Ireland 17:112-120. Morley, Vincent (2007) The continuity of disaffection in eighteenth century
Ireland. Eighteenth century Ireland 22:189-205.

Morley, Vincent (2017) The popular mind in eighteenth-century Ireland. Cork: Cork University
Press. (pp. 208-232 Land).

Tesch, Pieter (1987) Rural unrest in eighteenth-century Ireland. Unpublished MA thesis,
Universiteit van Amsterdam.

Watt, Timothy D. (2015) Taxation riots and the culture of popular protest in Ireland, 1714-1740.
English Historical Review130 (547):1418 -1448.
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Willems, Max (2016) Politicization among Irish secret rural societies, 1750-1840. Bachelor
thesis, Faculty of Humanities, Leiden.

Eighteenth century disaffection - regional, county and area studies

Bric, Maurice J. (1985) Popular protest movements in Kerry, 1770-1800. Kerry Archaeological
and Historical Society Journal 2(4):170-182. Luddy, Maria (1985) Agrarian disturbance in
County Tipperary, 1761-1789. MA thesis, Dept. Of Irish History, UCC).

McGlennon, C.F. (2011) A very independent county: parliamentary elections and politics in
county Armagh, 1750-1800. Belfast: Ulster Historical Foundation. (Steelboys, pp.120-122;
Oakboys, pp. 93-104; Armagh disturbances pp. 208-210; Peep O’Day Boys, Defenders, Boyne
Societies, pp.237-239).

Houghers

Connolly, S.J. (1985) Law, order and popular protest in early eighteenth-century Ireland: the
case of the Houghers. In Corish, Patrick J. (ed.) Radicals, rebels and establishments. Belfast:
Appletree Pr., pp. 51-68.

Connolly, S.J. (1987) The Houghers: agrarian protest in early eighteenth-century Connacht. In
Philpin, C.H.E. (ed.) Nationalism and popular protest in Ireland. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, pp. 139-162.

Whiteboys

Bartlett, Thomas (1991) An account of the Whiteboys from the 1790s. Tipperary Historical
Journal 1991:140-147.

Dickson, David (2016) Novel spectacle? The birth of the Whiteboys, 1761-62. In Hayton, D. S.W.
and Holmes, Andrew R. (eds) Ourselves alone? Religion, society and politics in eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century Ireland: essays presented to S.J. Connolly. Dublin: Four Courts Press, pp.
61-83.

Donnelly, James S (1978) The Whiteboy movement, 1761-5 Irish Historical Studies 21:20-54

Donnelly, J S (1983) Irish agrarian rebellion: the Whiteboys of 1769-76. Proceedings of the
Royal Irish Academy C 83C:293-331.

Featherstone, David (2005) ‘Unofficial legislators’: collective experimentation and the subaltern
political ecologies. https://ecpr.eu/Filestore/PaperProposal/4203d707-c77b-435¢-9952-
eccecscoed24.pdf accessed March 24, 2017.

Korte, Clemens (2003) “Against all principles of justice!”: Santi Romano und das recht irischewr
Whiteboys und anderen gehemgesellschaften. Rechtforschung als diszlipinubergreifende
Herausforderung. Proceedings zur Konferenz, veranstaltet am 2.-3. Juni 2003 am Max-Planck-
Institut fur ethnologische Forschung in Halle (Saale), pp.45-52.
http://archiv.rechtswirklichkeit.de/inhalte/veranstaltungen/konferenzen-

workshops/bar2003/bar proceedings-halle2003.pdf , accessed January 11, 2018.
¢} Buachalla, Breandan (1996) Aisling ghéar: na Stiobhartaigh agus an t-aos léinn 1603-1788.
Baile Atha Cliath: An Clochomar. (pp 596-662 ‘An Buachaill Ban’).

Wall, Maureen (1973) The Whiteboys. In Williams, T. Desmond (ed) Secret societies in Ireland.
Dublin: Gill & Macmillan, pp. 13-25.

Whiteboys - regional, county and area studies

Bric, Maurice J. (1997) The Whiteboy movement in Tipperary. In Nolan, William and McGrath,
Thomas G. (eds.) Tipperary: history and society. Dublin: Geography Publications, pp. 148-184.
Burtchaell, Jack and Dowling, Daniel (1990) Social and economic conflict in County Kilkenny
1600-1800. In Nolan, William and Whelan, Kevin (eds.) Kilkenny: history and society. Dublin:
Geography Publications, pp. 251-272. (Whiteboys pp.267-272).
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Casey, Declan (2014) The hanging of Fr. Nicholas Sheehy in its south Tipperary context. MA
thesis, History Dept, National University of Ireland, Maynooth.

Coughlan, A.J. (1999). The Whiteboy origins. Mallow Field Club Journal 17:63-79.

Gallahgue, John (2004) The patriot priest: Fr Nicholas Sheehy Clogheen. In Gallahgue, John
(ed.) By old paradise vale. Ballylanders, Co. Limerick: Author, pp. 68-81.

Kelly, James (1989) The Whiteboys in 1762: a contemporary account. Journal of the Cork
Historical and Archaeological Society 8:19-26.

Law, Edward J. (2011) The battle of Newmarket. Old Kilkenny Review 63: 41-44.

Luddy, Maria (1989) Whiteboy support in Co Tipperary: 1761-1789. Tipperary Historical
Journal 1989: 66-79. Murphy, William (1987) Whiteboy disturbances in Co. Kilkenny 1770-172.
In the shadow of the steeple 1: 27-33.
http://homepage.eircom.net/~duchas/steeples/SteepleVoli/whiteboys.htm , accessed Jan 5,
2018.

O Cadhla, Stiofan (2002) Captaen na bhFear mBan: Father Nicholas Sheehy in history/folklore.
Tipperary Historical Journal 2002:69-89.

O Diarmada, Micheal (2012) The battle of Newmarket in Irish song and story. Old Kilkenny
Review 64:53-60.

O’Riordan, Edmund (ed.) (2014) The case of Fr Nicholas Sheehy priest —patriot —martyr
Hanged at Clonmel —March 1766. Co. Tipperary: Galty Cottage Books. (Reprints chapter from
Burke, William P. (1907) History of Clonmel (pp.13-87) and Madden, Richard (1843) The
United Irishmen —their lives and times (second series, volume 1) (pp.88-171) along with the
editor’s chapter on Fr. Sheehy commemorations at Clogheen and Shanrahan 1869 — 1898 -1966
from Lonely little god’s acre (2011) (pp.172-244)).

Power, Thomas (1998) Father Nicholas Sheehy (c.1728-1766). In Moran, Gerard (ed.) Radical
Irish priests. Dublin: Four Courts Press, pp. 62-78.

Oakboys (Hearts of Oak)
Donnelly, James S (1981) Hearts of oak, hearts of steel. Studia Hibernica 21:7-73.

Magennis, Eoin F. (1998) A 'Presbyterian insurrection'? Reconsidering the Hearts of Oak
disturbances of July 1763. Irish Historical Studies 31(122):165-187.

Magennis, Eoin (1998) County Armagh Hearts of oak. Seanchas Ard Mhaca 17(2):19-31.

Hearts of Steel

Canavan, Anthony (1982) Hearts of Steel. Unpublished MA thesis, Queen’s University, Belfast.
Canavan, Tony (1999) ‘Tlloyal, lawless, irreligious banditti’ The Hearts of Steel —an Ulster
insurrection. History Ireland Winter 1999:22-26.

Donnelly, James S. (1981) Hearts of oak, hearts of steel. Studia Hibernica 21:7-73.

Magennis, Eoin (2001) Protestant nationalism in Ulster, 1890-1910: Francis Joseph Bigger and
the writing of The Ulster Land War of 1770. Seanchas Ard Mhaca 18(2):102-116.

Magennis, Eoin (2007) The Hearts of Steel and agrarian crowds in the Armagh/Down
borderlands in 1772. In Blackstock, Allan and Magennis, Eoin (eds.) Politics and popular
culture in Britain and Ireland, 1750-1850: essays in tribute to Peter Jupp. Belfast: Ulster
Historical Foundation in association with Queen’s Bookshop, pp. 242-261.

Magennis, Eoin (n.d.) The hearts of steel, the baronet and the minister:
http://www.academia.edu/5796037/The_Hearts_of_Steel the_baronet_and_the minister_A
_killing_in_ Gilford_in_1772, accessed July 28, 2018

Maguire, W.A. (1979) Lord Donegall and the hearts of steel. Irish Historical Studies
XX1(84):351-376.

McElroy, D.E.(2000) A bad day at Magill’s Ford. The battle of Gilford. Before I forget:
Poyntzpass and District Local History Society 8: 40-48.
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http://www.poyntzpass.co.uk/Before_I_Forget/2000_No_8/A_Bad_Day_at_Magills_Ford%
20_the_Battle_of_Gilford.pdf accessed October 3, 2017.

Rightboys
Bric, Maurice J. (1977) Captain Right: with particular reference to his activities in Co. Cork. MA
thesis, University College, Cork.

Bric, Maurice J. (1987) Priests, parsons and politics: the Rightboy protest in County Cork, 1785-
1788. In Philpin, C.H.E. (ed.). Nationalism and popular protest in Ireland. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, pp.163-190.

Bric, Maurice J. (1981) The Rightboy protest in county Kerry. In Kerrymen 1881-1981. New
York: Kerrrymen’s Patriotic and Benevolent Association of New York, pp. 29-33.

Donnelly, Jr., James S. and Donnelly Jr., James J. (1977/1978)The Rightboy Movement 1785-8.
Studia Hibernica 17/18:120-202.

Kelly, James (1998) A wild Capuchin of Cork: Arthur O’Leary (1729-1802). In Moran, Gerard
(ed.) Radical Irish priests. Dublin: Four Courts Prress, pp.39-61. (section v, pp. 53-60, details
O’Leary’s response to the emergence of the Rightboys).

McNally, Patrick (2007) Rural protest and ‘moral economy’: the Rightboy disturbances and
parliament. In Blackstock, Allan and Magennis, Eoin (eds.) Politics and popular culture in
Britain and Ireland, 1750-1850: essays in tribute to Peter Jupp. Belfast: Ulster Historical
Foundation in association with Queen’s Bookshop, pp. 262-282.

Morley, Vincent (1994). ‘Do shagartaibh agus do mhinistri’: léargas ar mheon na Rightboys.
Eighteenth-Century Ireland 19:111-125.

Steelboys, Peep O’ Day Boys
Magennis, Eoin (2003) All politics, no religion: a loyalist view of the ‘Armagh troubles’, 1796.
Seanchas Ard Mhaca 19(2): 102-117.

McEvoy, Brendan (1986) The Peep of Day Boys and Defenders in the county Armagh. Seanchas
Ard Mhaca 12(1):123-163.
McEvoy, Brendan (1987) The Peep of Day Boys and Defenders in the county Armagh. Seanchas
Ard Mhaca 12(2):60-127.

Miller, David W. (1983) The Armagh troubles, 1784-95. In Clark, Samuel and Donnelly Jr.,
James S. (eds.) Irish peasants: violence and political unrest 1780-1914. Madison, Wisc.:
University of Wisconsin Press, pp.155-191.

Miller , David W. (1996) Politicisation in revolutionary Ireland: the case of the Armagh troubles.
Irish Economic and Social History 23(1):1 — 17.

Miller, David W. (2001) The origins of the Orange Order in county Armagh. In Hughes, A.J. and
Nolan, William (eds.) Armagh: history and society. Dublin: georgraphy Publications, pp. 583-
608.

Miller, D.W. (ed.) (1990) Peep o’ Day Boys and Defenders: selected documents on the
disturbances in County Armagh, 1784-1796. Belfast: Public Record Office of Northern Ireland.

Powell, Martyn J. (2005) Popular disturbances in late eighteenth-century Ireland: the origins of
the 'Peep of Day' Boys. Irish Historical Studies 34 (135):249-265.

Tohall, Patrick (1958) The Diamond fight of 1795 and the resultant expulsions. Seanchas Ard
Mhaca 3(1):17-50.

1790s Defenders, Anti-militia, Agrarian agitation

Bartlett, Thomas (1987) An end to moral economy: the Irish militia disturbances of 1793. In
Philpin, C.H.E. (ed.) Nationalism and popular protest in Ireland. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, pp. 191-218.

Bohan, Janine Elaine (2015) Conflict, politics and patronage in late eighteenth century County
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Armagh: a study of the correspondence of Edward Hudson, Church of Ireland minister, Forkhill,
1789-1795. Seanchas Ard Mhaca 130-150. (Defenders).

Chambers, Liam (1998) Lawrence O’Connor (d. 1795). In Cullen, Seamus and Geissel, Hermann
(eds.) Fugitive warfare: 1798 in north Kildare. Clane, Co. Kildare: Lord Edward Fitzgerald 1798
Committee in association with CRS Publications, pp. 124-130. (Defenders).

Cullen, L.M. (1990) The political structures of the Defenders. In Gough, Hugh and Dickson,
David (eds.) Ireland and the French revolution. Blackrock, Co. Dublin: Irish Academic Press,
pPp- 117-138.

Curtin, Nancy J. (1985) The transformation of the Society of United Irishmen into a mass-based
revolutionary organisation, 1794-6. Irish Historical Studies xxiv(96):463-492. (pp. 476-486
Alliance with Defenders).

Curtin, Nancy (1998) The United Irishmen: popular politics in Ulster and Dublin, 1791-1798.
Oxford: Clarendon Pr. (Ch 6 Defenders and militiamen pp.145-173).

Elliott, Marianne (1978) The origins and transformation of early Irish republicanism.
International Review of Social History 23(3):405-428.

Elliott, Marianne (1993) The Defenders in Ulster. In Dickson, David, Keogh, Daire and Whelan,
Kevin (eds.) The United Irishmen: republicanism, radicalism and rebellion. Dublin: Lilliput
Press, pp.222-233.

Mac Giolla Choille, Breandan (1998) The unfortunate Michael Campbell: a study of two
Defender documents, 1796. Seanchas Ard Mhaca 17(2): 32-54.

McDowell, R.B. (1991) Ireland in the age of imperialism. Oxford: Clarendon Press. (pp.462-471
Defenders and Orangemen).

Nelson, I. F. (2003) ‘The first chapter of 1798?’ Restoring a military perspective to the Irish
Militia riots of 1793. Irish Historical Studies 33(132):369-386

Patterson, James G (2006) Republicanism, agrarianism and banditry in the west of Ireland,
1798-1803. Irish Historical Studies XXXV(137): 17-39.

Patterson, James G (2008) In the wake of the great rebellion: republicanism, agrarianism and
banditry in Ireland after 1798. Manchester: Manchester University Press.

Smyth, James (1989) Popular politicisation in Ireland in the 1790s. PhD thesis, Cambridge
University.

Smyth, Jim (1990) Popular politicization, Defenderism and the Catholic question. In Gough,
Hugh and Dickson, David (eds.) Ireland and the French revolution. Blackrock, Co. Dublin: Irish
Academic Pr., pp. 109-116.

Smyth, Jim (1992) The men of no property: Irish radicals and popular politics in the late
eighteenth century. Dublin: Gill & Macmillan.

1790s Defenders etc. - regional, county and area studies

Chambers, Liam (1996) Politics and rebellion in County Kildare, 1790-1803. MA thesis, St.
Patrick’s College, Maynooth. (Chapter 7 Rebels and robbers 1798-1803).

Chambers, Liam (1998) Rebellion in Kildare, 1790-1803. Dublin: Four Courts Press. (Chapter 3
‘To be true to the French’: Defenders and United Irishmen in Kildare, pp. 33-44).

Codd, Mark (2004) The sudden demise of an ancient parish. The past: The organ of the Ui
Cinsealaigh Historical Society 25:39-44. (pp. 41-42 secret society in Kilbane parish, Co.
Wexford, 1793).

Cullen, Seamus (1998) Conflict and rebellion in north Kildare. In Cullen, Seamus and Geissel,
Hermann (eds.) Fugitive warfare: 1798 in north Kildare. (pp. 2-7 Defenders).

Dillon, Charles (1990) Murder at Aughnacloy 1818. Diliche N¢ill 5:107-132.Gahan, Daniel J.
(1990/1991) The ‘Black Mob’ and the ‘Babes in the Wood’: Wexford in the wake of rebellion,
1798-1806. Journal of the Wexford Historical Society 13: 92-110. (pp. 96-102).

Gilmore, Brian (2015) The Crann affray of 1823 —a consequence of ‘great mischief” of ‘no
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Gilmore, Brian (2015) ‘The true Orange dingers’ ballad amnd the alleged conspiracy of Fr.
Francis Lappan, PP Tynan. Diliche Néill 22:141-158.
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gentry in maintaining order. M.Ed. thesis, University College, Galway.

Kelly, Liam (1986) Defenderism in Leitrim during the 1790s. Breifne 24:341-354.
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